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YARLOOP POLICE NEWS 
Greetings to all from myself and Richard 

at the Yarloop Police Station. 
I have to announce that I am transferring 

back to Perth for family reasons on the 22nd 
May 2008, and would like to say that I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my time at Yarloop and 
will take many fond memories with me. 

Both myself and my wife, Lindy, would 
like to say thank you to everyone who has 
made our stay enjoyable. 

The station is staying open and a new 
Officer-in-Charge will be selected in due 
time. 

Richard is still stationed here at Yarloop 
and you will see two relieving Officers, Gary 
MASON and Colin BUCK who will be here 
from 20th May. 

ISSUES AROUND TOWN. 
Traffic — I still see some people speeding 

around town so beware, speeders will be 
caught and receive infringements. 

Anti-Social Behaviour —  There have 
been a few incidents outside the Hotel 
recently by patrons; these incidents are being 
investigated and charges will be laid on the 
persons responsible. 

The Hotel is not there for a few people to 
cause trouble at; if people cannot behave in a 
responsible and decent manner while at the 
Hotel, action will be taken and those persons 
will be barred. 

I have done it before to people in Yarloop 
who had trouble behaving at the Hotel, and it 
will be done again if necessary, so have a 
good time and drink responsibly at the Hotel.   

As mentioned previously it is an offence to 

consume alcohol outside the Hotel; we have 
noticed that people are no longer drinking out 
the front of the Hotel so keep up the good 
work.   

To contact us please call us on 97335010, 
if we are unavailable leave a message and we 
will return it; or if it is serious please call 
Bunbury Police on 97222111 or 000 for 
emergencies only. 

Geoff Butcher &Richard Cornelius 

IN GRATITUDE 
The Yarloop Yarning Journal wishes to thank 
Bevan Delaney and each and every member 
of the Yarloop Masonic Lodge for their kind 
and large donation  that will assist immensely 
in the printing of the Yarloop Journal.  From 
the demand for copies we receive, the 
‘Journal’ is now a popular publication.  (Pix 
on page 7 of Bevan Delaney handing 
cheque to Trustee for Journal, Mr Ron 
Sackville.) 

WITH THANKS 
We regret that the town has lost a well-liked 
police officer, in Sgt Butcher, and the 
Yarloop Yarning thanks Geoff Butcher and 
Richard Cornelius of the Yarloop Police for 
their cooperation in contributing to the 
Yarloop Yarning with the news of Police 
activity in their Police Precinct.  We also take 
this opportunity to wish Geoff everything 
that is good and wonderful for him and his 
family in their new position in the city 
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The DAM SPINNERS CWA Hall. 
Enquiries to Faye Taylor. Ph 97291342 
or Joy Jackson Ph. 97331810. 

Country Women’s Assoc. second 
Wednesday each month. 1 pm Station 
Street. 

Yarloop PLAYGROUP every 
Wednesday 9.30 to 11.30 am Yarloop 
pavilion.  $2.00 per family and a piece of 
fruit. Ph Tracy Osborn 97334207. 

Visit YARLOOP LEARNING 
CENTRE.  Learn skills and impart your 
skills to others. 

YARLOOP WORKSHOPS Steam 
Days; second Sunday of each month 
from March to November Ph 97335215 
or 97335368. 

Visit the Yarloop Historical 
Workshops Complex and take a step 
back in time.  Open daily 10 am to 4 pm, 
seven days a week. 

EDITOR:      Geoff Fortune PO Box 758 
Mandurah WA 6210. Ph 95811678 or 
Fax 95813458. 
 
SUB-EDITOR:   Dawn Pitts PO Box 
758 Mandurah WA 6210 Ph 95811821 
or Fax 95813458. 
 
REPORTER:   Dawn Pitts, address as 
above. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS   Dawn Pitts and 
Val Fortune addresses as above.  Please 
Forward your photos for the Journal. 
 
CHILDREN’S PAGE FORMATTER 
Val Fortune.  Address as above. 
 
ADVERTISING/SUBMISSIONS:  
Advertising and ‘Letters to the Editor’ to 
PO Box 758 Mandurah WA 6210.  Fax 
and phone numbers as above, or to 
‘Bridgette and Me’ or Carmel at the 
Cabin Restaurant. 

EDITORIAL 

It was announced on a news service during the 
week that Western Australia is to have new food 
labelling laws, along with a new motto that is 
exclusive to our state.  The new Logo will read 
‘Buy West, eat best’.  This move forward by 
whatever body responsible for it, is to be com-
mended, and long overdue in helping buyers to 
avoid buying imported fresh food and other food 
items that could be loaded with poisons and bac-
teria. 

However, and I ask this in all seriousness, 
what guarantee does the public have that Super-
markets will be honest in applying it. 

Is all WA produce to be wrapped and sealed 
in clear plastic with the Logo on the wrapper or 
will the Logo be on the shelf edge?  If the latter 
what guarantee does the buyer have that the su-
permarket hasn’t placed imported fresh food in 
the same bin or on the same shelf as WA pro-
duce?   What we really need in each town where 
the majority of buyers shop is a shop run entirely 
by WA fresh food producers and farmers.  The 
only thing we can be sure of with supermarkets is 
that they are only interested in the highest price 
they can rip off the customers to make even larger 
profit margins. 

 
The social scandal in Burma with the Bur-

mese Government opposing entry of world na-
tions wanting to assist the millions of Burmese 
either starving or sick is puzzling to say the least.   

There is supposedly a United Nations Organi-
zation that was set up for such emergencies and at 
their command is supposedly an International 
Armed Force that is also there for the protection 
of weaker nations.  It is a scandal in these days of 
the said globalisation that the Burmese Army is 
allowed to get away with the murder by neglect 
of innocent men, women and children.   To send 
sufficient troops into Burma from all world na-
tions, to override the decision of the Burmese 
Army generals, would not be an invasion, but a 
humanitarian move to save the million or more 
Burmese people yet to die from the after-effect of 
the cyclone that devastated their country.   
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some new volunteers to train before the next  fire season. The social side is good to. The Fire 
brigade support group welcome new members also. Hurry scurry every second Friday at 
5pm, Great fun and social outing planned. Phone Bevan Delaney 97334013. 
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The Yarloop Workshops AGM is on August 13th. Membership’s are now renew-
able on July 1st 2008. 

A DVD titled “A Day in Yarloop” featuring the Workshops and the town in gen-
eral has been completed. David Hawks retired ABC Announcer tells our story.  A Premiere 
is being planned hopefully to coincide with the reopening of the hall. Copies are for sale 
@$20 and we are taking advance orders at the Souvenir shop. The film is about 40 minutes  
and will come professionally packaged. 

Yarloop Street Lights. Another four have been reported out recently. Anyone can 
lodge a report with Western Power to get a light repaired. All you need to do is give them 
the pole number which is on each pole and the nature of the repair required. It can take a 
couple weeks. The free call is 1800622008. They will give you a report number which you 
can follow up on. Thank you to Western Power for their recent repairs. 

Cabin Restaurant. Hot off the press, Cappuccino’s coming soon with fresh 
ground coffee and a new menu. 

Yarloop Steam Shed Opening April 13th. Jack O’Connor the last Manager em-
ployed at the Workshops when they were still operating summed it up this way. “It was 
really great to see the bosses and workers all mixing together and enjoying themselves”. 
About 250 people from many places and organisations were on hand to see David Hatt rep-
resenting Premier Alan Carpenter and Bill Knight from ALCOA jointly open the new 
Steam Shed Extension. Now cutting a ribbon is special event but having Dockers colours 
made David Hatt’s Day! Somewhere in the background John Larner cranked up his antique 
organ and the strains of Waltzing Matilda floated around. Geoff Cattach welcomed our 
guests and it was great to see Mandurah Major Paddi Creevey and our local Nola Marino 
and past President Dom Anzellino in the audience. Speeches by Bill Knight and David Hatt 
followed and finally the building was officially opened. Our plans call for the building to 
house more working steam engines to increase our display to the largest in…..The tempo-
rary plaque will be replaced with a new design Heritage plaque later this year. Following 
the opening the official party and guests were treated to a special guided tour by our Cura-
tor Geoff Fortune. The proceedings then shifted to the Cabin Restaurant where volunteer 
Carmel and her band of helpers served a sumptuous buffet for all our invited guests. Our 
thanks go to our local Primary school and Bowling club for loans of various equipment. 
The day was a great success the Shed opening being the culmination of many persons ef-
forts over several years with funds provided in 2005 by ALCOA and the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea. Carmel & The Cabin Restaurant hosted an 
event this year joined in by the mob from Gunn’s and $410.25 was raised at the time of 
writing with more to come. Well done Yarloop. 

Yarloop Workshops Caretakers: The last committee meeting has decided to 
restructure this position back to the original description, that being the Caretaking duties of 
the Workshops Site but not the Souvenir Shop. A new job description and benefits is being 
drafted and when complete the committee will advertise the position Australia Wide. A 
space is being created on our website for this purpose. 

Dr’s House. The builder and painters have started stage 2 of the restoration which 
should bring this building to habitable stage within about 2 months we are told. Stage 3 
funding will then be sought to restore the outbuildings and gardens. 

Yarloop Volunteer Fire Brigade. New in the area? Phil Penny 97334053 needs 
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also for spinning some ‘good numbers’! 
Glad your little stay in hospital went 

well Bevan, and we wish you and our 
other ‘walking wounded member’ Bill, a 
speedy recovery.  Also, a quick return to 
golf (eh, Barry?).  As far as I know, all is 
going well for former members residing 
elsewhere, at present . 
The AGM is to be held on Friday the 23rd 
of May and I will report the results of that 
meeting next month.  I am hoping we can 
adjourn to the Cabin Restaurant 
afterwards, as I haven’t had the pleasure of 
enjoying Carmel’s cooking for a while.  
For information Ph. 97334013.  Bill 
Christie, President.  Noelene Snedden, 
Sec/Treas.  Jan Delaney, Social director.    

YARLOOP VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE BRIGADE SUPPORT GROUP 

BY JAN DELANEY. Another month has 
passed and winter is now (officially, anyway) 
upon us, so many folk will want to keep cosy and 
warm of a night  by a brightly burning fire.  
However, I am sure that the Support Group 
stalwarts will still attend the fortnightly meetings 
to help raise more funds for the Fire Brigade and 
money to assist local residents in time of need. 

I missed the last meeting as I was in 
Chittering helping son-in-law with two boys, 
while my daughter and her two girls were in 
Adelaide with Auntie Nan, who has visited us 
several times over the years.  The ‘girls’ all had a 
great night out at the ‘High School Musical on 
Ice’ at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre on 
Saturday the 10th of May.   

Bevan stood in for me, so thanks for that, and 

WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW? 
Next month we are beginning to ask 

where and what old Yarloopians are doing.  
If you know where they are or what they are 
doing please contact us, or better still, get 
them to write direct to us.   So Ross 
Dalrymple what are you doing to fill in your 
day, and John Currie you are next for I know 
where you two old Yarloopians are idling 
your time away! 

YARLOOP ANZAC DAY SERVICE  
(Ed’s Note;  The following as written 

came to us by ‘Bridgette and Me’, so we 
are unable to acknowledge the writer. Two 
photos were received but one had too dark 
a background for black and white printing 
and neither had any captions.) 

Piper Bill Barnett led the parade with a 
contingent from HMAS Stirling under LT K 
Klau in command.  The vets were led by Mr 
Harry Blackburn.  Bugler Geoff Ogden 
from the Bunbury city band.  The head boy 
and girl from Yarloop Primary School read 
thoughts on ANZAC.  A good number 
attended breakfast after the service.  This 

was followed by good fellowship and 
traditional games.   

The Grand Prix was in full swing, the cars 
hurtling around the track at death-defying 
speeds.  The German driver pulled into the pits 
and his crew had his car ready in 8 seconds.  
The Italian driver pulled in and his crew 
changed the tyres and repaired the front wing in 
11 seconds.  The Aussie driver was next and his 
crew told him to bring it back Thursday, leave 
the keys, and they’d give a quote! 
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AROUND YARLOOP (By Jenny Cross) 

So hard to believe that we are  nearing the 
end of May!  Just where do these months go? 

Good to see you back on deck those who 
have been on the sick list, including Dawn, 
Bevan, Jim and my friend who had a brief 
(but painful) encounter with a swarm of bees.  
Ron and Jackie Gilzan  are so proud of their 
daughter Cathie, she was a finalist in the 2008 
Nursing Awards.  Cathie, with 30 years of 
nursing experience has worked between 
United Kingdom to remote nursing posts in 
the Kimberley.  At present when she isn’t 
catching  up with mum and dad in Yarloop, 
you will find her showing her expertise in 
Indigenous Health at the nursing post at Cue.  
Congratulations, Cathie, well done! 

Great to know that we have enterprising 
children.  Those children planning to go on 
camp from the Yarloop School had their own 
‘Mother’s Day’ stall, which enabled others to 
purchase delightful and inexpensive gifts for 
mum.  Fortunately, through the generosity of 
others, these gifts were donated and the 
children presented them so nicely.  Great idea 

kids! 
YARAR, the Ratepayers and Residents 

Group have planned a disco for the children 
of Yarloop and their neighbours it will be 
held at the Town Hall on the 4th July 2008.  
Louise the Youth Worker is organising it; 
so watch out for the posters. 

Thankfully the rain clouds kept away 
and the wedding of Raylene and Ivan 
Everison was all they had hoped for.  The 
newlyweds headed off for a camping 
honeymoon! Telephone Jenny for 
information on items for sale.  

Bridgette and Me will be closing on the 
13th June 2008. Apologies for any 
inconvenience and thank you for your 
support. At this stage we are not sure of the 
re-opening date for the new look ‘Bridgette 
and Me’ 

Until the next issue of the Yarning… 
cheers from Jennifer. (Pix of wedding 
above on page 7.  From L to R Maureen 
Beathe, Kevin O’Brien, Rayleen O’Brien, 
Ian and David Everison.) 

PLEASE NOTE 
We are getting more and 
more and more submissions 
each month to go in the 
Journal, some we can 
accept some we have to 
refuse for we have to 
conform to our own ratio of 
advertising, to Yarloop to 
other content.  On top of 
this we wish to keep the 
Yar loop  Journa l  in 
existence as long as 
possible and for this reason 
we just have to restrict the 
printing to a certain number 
each month. 
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Workshops News June 2008 
Caretakers Cottage, (Caldwell’s Cottage) As part of our Conservation Plan which 

is almost completed the Workshops Committee have made the decision to restore this cottage 
to its original state. The cottage had reached a state where it requires restumping and major 
repairs. The report from Palassis Heritage Architects is being completed as this is being writ-
ten and a Grant will be lodged  soon with WA Heritage for the funds. Repairs have been esti-
mated at $70000. This will ensure this building is improved for further use for many years. 
On completion it will be opened to the public for a short time. 

Emergency repairs are about to commence on guttering projects and drainage us-
ing a Lotteries West Grant obtained for this purpose. Fairbridge Farm has a Trained Heritage 
restoration team as part of their community partnership with ALCOA. Yarloop Workshops is 
also listed as a community partnership with ALCOA Wagerup. I have managed to arrange 
for the Fairbridge team to do some of our major repairs which will further the value of this 
initiative of ALCOA.  

 Harvey Shire has agreed to our proposal to allow us to restructure the expenditure 
of the annual maintenance budget to do more major repair works that need specialists. This 
also allows us to seek matching funding dollars for major emergency repairs.  

Our new maintenance partnership with Fairbridge Farm will ensure we have ac-
cess to tradesmen trained in Heritage Restorations. Where possible we will also employ Yar-
loop residents to undertake some small projects. We have a wire fence to relocate and a 
picket fence to build. Any person interested can contact Ron 0n 97335215. 

ALCOA  Community Partnerships: Currently Yarloop Workshops and The 
Learning Centre are publicised by them as being community partners for the Wagerup Refin-
ery. The Yarloop precinct Advisory Group (WPAG) was formed to disperse the $1.5 million 
allocated to Yarloop Incorporated community groups in 2003. Substantial funds remained 
unallocated at the time YPAG was wound up time at the end of 2006. We have recently ap-
plied for three years of funding for administration to continue the work on our plans. 

Stage One Redevelopment: We have received approval to use some existing other 
grant funding to start our stage 1 entry area and restaurant changes. While the changes are 
made the Souvenir Shop will be closed and entry will be through the restaurant. Some inter-
nal work will commence early June. A development application will be lodged shortly. 

Harvey High School recently invited Yarloop Workshops to be part of their 
Community Service Program Information Expo Business. Groups had the opportunity to 
recruit volunteers to assist them as part of the expectation that all students are now expected 
to complete 20 hours community service before they graduate. We received many enquiries. 
It is envisaged we will run these volunteering groups on Saturday mornings from 9am to 
1pm. The format for each day will be, A talk by our Curator, Manager or volunteers on vari-
ous aspects of what we do and job pathways through Museums worldwide. Some practical 
help around the site followed by a sausage sizzle at lunchtime. We are pleased to report some 
local students put us down as their preference. 

SUPPLEMENTARY NEWS SHEET OF 
WORKSHOPS NEWS 2008 

By Ron Sackville 
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YARLOOP COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE 

Open Mondays to Fridays   8 am to 4 pm 
 
 
 

We offer ; Social work services. Financial counselling,, mental health services, 
counselling, Child health and immunisation, A visiting general practitioner and a 

confidential needle and syringe programme. 
 

Suggestions for health promoting groups and activities welcome! 
For appointments for further information contact the Community Care Nurse or 

reception on Ph. 97822350 
(In this month’s Journal this is a free community service advertisement) 

(Cont/d from page 14) Does a government 
body (Water Corporation) advertise a commu-
nity consultation period on a route for a trunk 
main, and then advise you that your submission 
is irrelevant, because the route has already been 
decided, does this constitute fraud? 

I really could go on and on and on, you 
know.  We have an alcopop problem with 
youth, tax it, it won’t go away but we’ll feel 
better.  We had a WA Inc problem.  Impose a 

levy, pay it off, but maintain the levy.  We 
had an International Corporation come and 
live next door, they want exclusive use of 
the rail line.  Don’t make them build an-
other line; get the people off it.  Tax the 
farmers for the rain that falls on their own 
land. 

Give me a break, of course I’m grumpy.  
It’s official.  My grandchildren have been 
taught to call me GRUMPY! 

A BOOST FOR KEN 

BY PAM STANTON.  The arrival of 
three great-grandchildren in recent 
months has given Ken Mitchell much to 
celebrate.  Twin boys Hayden and 
Ashton  born to grand-daughter Ingrid 
and Justin, and a beautiful daughter, 
Isabel, born to grand-daughter Lee and 
Dave.  Isabel is lovingly welcomed by 
her nana and pop, Phil and Pam 
Stanton.  Ken also had an enjoyable trip 
to Stirling Cottage Gardens, to feed the 
ducks with his great grandchildren, 
Bethany, Cooper and Will, from Esper-
ance, who were on holidays with their 
nana Pam Stanton. 

On behalf of the Cabin Restaurant I would 
like to thank the following people for their 
donations for the ‘Big Morning Cuppa’. Ken, 
Pam, Robin and Rosie, for all their help!  The 
people who donated prizes for the raffle Ken 
Mitchell, Geoff and Val Fortune, Ellen Cox, 
Geoff and Marie Cattach, Yarloop General 
Store, Parton’s IGA Store, ‘Bridgette and Me’ 
and Dave and Anne Lincoln of Connair.      
Also a big thanks to Gunns Timber employees 
and all the people who came to the morning 
tea from which overall, we raised $411.00  
Many thanks from Carmel of the Cabin 
Restaurant for the wonderful amount our little 
town raised for the on-going fight against 
cancer. 
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YARLOOP COMM. LEARNING & DROP-IN CENTRE 

BY JAN DELANEY. The Learning 
Centre Link State Conference held on the 
2nd and 3rd of May at The Oasis Resort on 
West Swan Road was another resounding 
success.  Helen and I enjoyed the sessions 
we attended and I’m sure that the people 
who were at Anne’s presentation took plenty 
of information away.  I find it is just great to 
meet up with people from other areas and 
hear what they have achieved in their 
Centres, as they are all very different.  
Sharon was unwell and unable to participate 
in a very rewarding learning experience.  
The highlight of the conference was when it 
was announced that the Yarloop Learning 
Centre had won the Award for Community 
Building for the Centre which has 
demonstrated effective community 
development practices to contribute 
meaningfully to a stronger, healthier local 
community. Helen and I both received 
Certificates of Merit for our volunteer 
contributions and were awarded with 
Lotterywest Scholarships.  This was a very 
pleasant surprise, especially for me.  I 
believe that Anne’s submission to Learning 
Centre Link played a major part in our 

success for 2008.  Thank you Anne.  Louise is 
continuing her great work with the youth of 
Yarloop via the Mulgara Family Centre 
programmes, and recently attended the 
WACOSS Conference in Perth.  I guess the 
recent Harvey Reporter article ‘says it all’ 
where Louise’s work is concerned.  Jan 
Delaney for the YCL&DIC. Inc.    

YARLOOP TIDY TOWNS UP
-DATE 

BY JAN DELANEY. The Certificates for 
participants in the 2007 ‘around town clean-
ups’ have been completed and passed on to 
Howard Page to be presented to the ‘Howie’s 
band of helpers’ at the next YARAR meeting.  
I had been hoping to hold a morning tea and 
hand over these awards but time has got away 
and too many things are happening that made 
it impossible. I have received the stickers for 
2008 Entrants to be placed on the signs in 
town and asked Howie if he will give me a 
hand to do this.  We have been advised that 
the Workshops will make a contribution to the 
tidy towns submission this year and that will 
be great. (Cont/d on page 7) 
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SCHOOL PLAYGROUND OPENED (Bevan Delaney) 

The Master of the Yarloop Masonic Lodge 
asked me if I would represent the lodge at the 
opening of the Yarloop Primary School 
Playground, on 29th May.  I was only too 
happy to accept, for I have great respect for the 
Yarloop Primary School (my two youngest 
attended) for the ambience, the dedication of 
the staff and the quality of the education 
provided.  The student/teacher ratios enable 
time per student  (I was told about 60), and 
many Yarloop students make great lives for 
themselves. 

The speeches were short and pertinent. 
Namely, the old playground did not conform to 
safety standards.  Phil Penny instigated the 
action by bringing it to ALCOA’S notice 
through their community help programme, and 
using  ALCOA’S funds to attract the additional 
funds necessary.  Phil Penny was also involved 
in the removal of the old equipment and the 
erection of the new.  Well done, Phil!  I am sure 
he did not do it alone, and I apologise to the 
other community-minded people who were 
involved. 

Principal Catherine Shaw MC’d, and 
outlined the problem and the solution.  Simon 
Butterworth (ALCOA) responded and officially 

opened the playground.  Neil Milligan 
(Dept. of Ed.) unveiled the plaque, and 
Head Students, Daina Donohue and 
Brennan Green thanked all on behalf of the 
students.  Dignitaries attending, included 
Mr Mick Murray, Mr John Sabourne, and 
several local identities. 

I was given an interesting tour of the 
school by Mickayla Swarbrick, along with 
artist Warren East, who created the two 
child figures that are located outside the 
administration building, from residue from 
the old playground.  Thank you, Mickayla 

I say to the students, don’t just live and 
learn, rather, learn and live!. (Pix of two 
top students and playground equipment 
on opposite page.) 

Sally, the church gossip and moralist stuck 
her nose into everyone’s business and on 
seeing George’s car parked outside the 
hotel told everyone he was an alcoholic.  
George, a man of few words stared at her 
for a moment and walked away, nor did he 
explain or defend himself.  However, later 
that evening he quietly parked his car 
outside her house and left it there all night. 

15 

KIDS’ PAGE (By Val Fortune) 
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The other night I watched a programme on 
television titled ‘Grumpy Old Men’ and was 
amazed at how closely they had empathised 
with me.  I had to agree with almost every-
thing depicted, and it would not have taken 
much more for me to believe they had 
mounted a covert surveillance operation of my 
life, if you will pardon my paranoia. 

This triggered in me a response which got 
me thinking about what constitutes fraud.  
Does a used-car salesman spruiking about a 
little old lady who only drove it to church on 
Sunday, and shopping on pension day, know-
ing full well that her grandson used to blow 
spiders out every Friday night street drag-
racing, constitutes fraud? 

Does a real-estate agent selling prime riv-
erfront land by mail order knowing full well 
that when the tide is in it is under water, con-
stitute fraud? 

Does a bank, or lending institutiion, ex-
tending credit, knowing full well that it is be-
yond your capacity to repay the loan, and then 
re-possess your home, constitute fraud? 

Does a government, in full knowledge that 
you have transferred self-funded superannua-
tion funds to pay off your house, after having 
informed you that if you don’t, they will trans-
fer these same funds to general reveneue, and 
then taxing it as income, after telling you it 
would be tax-free, constitute fraud?  The 
whole thing was a joke, anyway.  They called 
it Employer-funded Super, when everyone 
knows it was a pay-rise we were awarded, and 
then were not given). 

Does a government, in the full knowledge 
that you have had superannuation mandatorily 
deducted  from your salary, spend it (Gough 
Whitlam—RAAF Retirement Fund) and then 
have the hide to say that your pension is un-
funded, and therefore not eligible for tax re-
lief, does that constitute fraud? 

Does a government, with deliberate intent, 
stating that we (Ex RAAF pensioners) are 
over paid, reduce our pensions by 2% for 

three years, and then give us back only 
1.86% without compensation of the loss, 
(Paul Keating) constitute fraud?  

Does a health insurance fund which 
markets and charges gap insurance, and 
then informs you that you will not be cov-
ered because the service provider will not 
accept a fee they want to impose, because 
it won’t cover costs, constitute fraud?  I 
liken it to if a car insurance company sells 
you a comprehensive policy that doesn’t 
cover you if you are hit by a Mercedes, 
because they are too expensive to repair, 
and they only tell you after you have been 
just hit by a Mercedes. 

Have you ever rung a corporation and 
been told at the start of the call that ‘this 
call is being recorded for training pur-
poses, if you don’t wish to be recorded, 
please say so at the start of your conversa-
tion’, and at the end of the conversation 
demand a transcript, with no result?  
Well, I was on the phone, twice, to Medi-
bank Private and at the unsatisfactory 
conclusion of both conversations I de-
manded transcripts, and guess what?  No 
letter in my letterbox!  Now, to my mind 
they are either lying about the recording, 
or have displayed complete contempt for 
my requests. (Con/d on page 16) 

OF COURSE I’M GRUMPY  (By Bevan Delaney) 

WITH MANY 
THANKS 

 
The Committee of the 

Yarloop Workshops thanks 
Dave and Anne Lincoln of   
Connair, Harvey WA,  for 

their kind donation of 
insulation  
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(Cont/d from page 5) There are also 
special Certificates of Merit for two 
Yarloop residents who I felt de-
served some recognition for work 
they have done; Barry Williams for 
re-cycling aluminium cans and Jenny 
Cross for the garden at her shop in 
Station Street.  Well Done, every-
one!  Jan Delaney on behalf of Yar-
loop Tidy Towns 2008.  

TRADITIONAL BAKED DINNERS ARE A MUST FROM THE CABIN RESTAU-
RANT ADJOINING THE YARLOOP WORKSHOPS COMPLEX.  SINGLE, PAR-

TIES, GROUPS, WEDDINGS, CONFERENCES. PH.97335215 OR MOB.0418916163 
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 BY DAWN PITTS 
The Steam Day for May was held on 

Mother’s Day and we had the Steam Men 
once again.  The numbers were  down but all 
who came through our doors were highly 
impressed with the Yarloop Workshops and 
commented on how friendly the staff are and 
the cleanliness of the complex that is over 
100 years old, yet feels as though the men 
‘knocked off work’ only yesterday.   

 
The Cabin Restaurant was filled to 

capacity and our sincere thanks goes out to 
all those who work so hard in the kitchen 
assisting Carmel with a cheery smile despite 
their tiredness. 

Geoff Fortune got the shock of his life 
this week when an old friend whom he 
hadn’t seen for over sixty-years walked into 
the library to surprise him.  The visitor was 
Mr Ross Dalrymple, who went to school at 
Yarloop with Geoff and when they were 
about 20-years old joined the forces and 
never met again until this week.  They have 
spoken on the phone as recently as a week or 
two ago, when Ross didn’t mention his 
coming over from Victoria to meet up once 
more with a few Yarloopians as he wished to 
surprise him.  Shock was more like it.   

 
Visitors to the Complex.  One day last 

week we had tourists from every state in 
Australia, New Zealand and and a husband 
and wife from England who have a 12 month 
working visa.  Since arriving in WA, the 
lady has been working with animals’ and has 
acquired a small pedigree dog, blind in one 
eye.  They will return with him to England 
and he has had his distemper shots as both 
Australia and England are free from this 
viral disease that causes a highly infectious 
cough and weakness.  Blood tests will reveal 
the animal’s good health and with a vet 

certificate they will be able to all fly on the 
same plane without the worry of quarantine 
being necessary in England. It is less 
complicated to take animals out of Australia 
than what it is to bring them in.  We meet so 
many interesting people as they visit the gift 
shop or tour the complex. 

A group of about ten men and women 
from the Wembley Church of Christ came on 
14th May and quenched their thirsts with 
refreshments in the Restaurant before their 
guided tour.  They were a delightful group of 
people despite their disappointment of their 
expected group leader, Ron Sackville’s 
cousin who suddenly came down with an 
illness, so we hope she has now made a full 
recovery and can visit us on another 
occasion.   

 
Saturday 17th of May A group of 21 

men and women had a guided tour made by 
appointment.  Geoff and Dawn took them 
through the complex, explaining the history 
that we have in this delightful town.  They 
had left Narrogin early in the morning and 
after morning tea at the Harvey Visitors 
Centre arrived refreshed at Yarloop.  They 
marvelled at the size of the Workshops.         
many volunteers have put in over the years 
since 1981 and the historical value this 
engineering complex had on Yarloop, the 
surrounding districts and around the world.   
They then travelled on to Pinjarra for a pie 
for lunch before moving on to Dwellingup 
where they planned to spend the night at 
Marinup, the Prison of War Camp, before 
returning home the next morning.  All plan 
to return for a visit on a Steam Day.   

The next steam Day is on the 8th of 
June and from bookings thus far, it will be a 
busy and interesting day. Pack a picnic lunch 
or eat in town, but drive to Yarloop. 
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From previous page)  the tank, and don’t 
look behind you.”  This brought another roar 
of clapping and cheering.  “Now, we are 
going to keep the rope tight, and you must 
pull against it as you crawl backwards.  We 
have you at all times, and will lower you to 
the ground real slowly.  But don’t look 
down.” 

To this time, Shorty’s mind was so occu-
pied with his plight that he or his rescuers 
hadn’t given any thought to the fact that he 
was stark naked.  It was when he was half-
way down drifting as free as a bird that he 
happened to glance down and see the large 
crowd of spectators and his own 
‘nakedness’. 

“Gawd, strike a flamin’ light, Harry, I 
ain’t got no clothes on.”  At the same time he 
started to do aerial contortions, trying to hide 
his private parts, which only emphasized his 
nudity, and caused great bursts of laughter 
from the crowd below. 

“Must be a heap of sharks in the water, 
Shorty!  There seems to be somethin’ miss-
ing orf yer.  Or should we call yer 
‘Shorter’?” Clanky Irons called out as the 
rescued man cavorted, dangled, pranced and 
pirouetted 50 feet from the ground. 

“Stop yer blasted dancin’, Shorty, and 
keep yer legs together; there’s ladies down 
there,” Blacky yelled out from above. 

“Well, why don’t yer come down ’ere 
and take my place if yer reckon yer can do 
better,” Shorty told Blacky. 

Finally Shorty’s feet touched the ground 
and he collapsed in a jelly-like heap.  Then 
he started shivering and couldn’t stop.  
“Give him some of your clothes, you men,” 
said Jean Kramer, the stationmaster’s wife. 

“You give him some of yours, Jean,” 
Clanky told her. 

By this time Blacky Swan and Harry 
Standish were down on the ground and 
standing next to Shorty, who was curled up 
in a foetal position, and had stopped shiver-
ing after ‘hugging’ the scorching hot earth. 

“Gawd strewth, he’s out to it; he must be 

in a hurry,” Harry Standish told them all. 
Suddenly a voice came from the ‘heap’ on 

the ground .  “Hospital, be damned, Harry.  
I’m all right.  Just tell these blasted women to 
turn around and face the other way so I can 
make a dash for home and get some clothes 
on!” 

(In Conclusion. The story of Shorty’s 
swim in the tank was never copied by anyone 
else in town and a sort of unbroken record 
remained with Shorty; albeit while he was 
under the spell of alcohol.  For years after, 
always in summertime on the real hot days, 
challenges  were bandied about in the bar of 
the local, and dares were made but no one 
took them up.  Of course, one of the condi-
tions of the challenge was that the challenger 
had to do it in the same way as Shorty did; in 
the nude!  

A LODGE HONOUR FOR 
VETERAN MEMBER 

Ed Rawlings, a Freemason for 71 years was 
recently honoured by his lodge, Peel Districts 
Day Lodge, with a 70-year membership 
jewell.  Lodge master Ron Bennett said 92-
year-old Ed had one view, ‘to please each 
other and to unite in the grand design of being 
happy and communicating happiness to 
others.’  Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of WA Frank Hayes praised Rawlings 
record and stated that very few of the jewell 
awards were given! 
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HOW DID I GET UP HERE 

The story so far:  Because of the abnor-
mal weather, Charlie ‘Shorty’ Long, a teeto-
taller, had been coaxed by his mates to over 
imbibe of the liqid amber in the Yarloop Ho-
tel one Saturday afternoon, and on his way 
home he had undressed and climbed the lad-
der to the top of the railway tank to cool off.  
Shorty was afraid of heights and could not 
get down. He was dependent on the local 
policeman,  and another millworker to lower 
him by rope. 

“What are you two men doing standing 
on the railway line talking?” asked Jean 
Kramer and Jean Gallup, as they  were on 
their way home from visiting a patient in the 
hospital. 

“Shorty Long is up there in the tank.” 
“How did he get up there?” asked Jean 

Gallup. 
“He doesn’t know,” Clanky told them. 
“Must have come through the pipes,” 

said Jean Kramer, as both women laughed.  
“Well, we had better leave you to it, we have 
to get going.” 

“He ain’t got any clothes on,” Clanky 
added this information to emphasize the 
drama of the situation. 

“I suppose we had better stay and see if 
he gets down all right,” Jean Kramer said 
seriously.  

By the time Constable Harry Standish got 
back with a good strong rope, there was a 
crowd of 20 to 30 townsfolk, and as each 
was given the information, each said that 
Shorty must have come through the pipes.  
So many comedians in a small town, thought 
Clanky Irons, as he undertook the job of 
official newsbearer. 

Harry Standish asked for a volunteer to 
go up with him so they could both lower 
Shorty to the ground safely.  Though there 
were no hasty takers, Blacky Swan overcame 
his reluctance to climb the ladder to the top. 
“Thanks, Blacky, let’s go up and bring  this  

bloke down that thinks he’s a fish.” 
By the time they reached the top and 

were standing on the decking  with still the 
12 feet to climb to the top of the tank, both 
men were aware of the height.  

“Sure can’t see much fun in coming this 
far for a swim,” stated Blacky. 

By this time Shorty was craning his 
head over the side to watch his rescuers 
climb the last twelve feet.  “Gawd, I’m 
cold, you blokes.” 

“Well, we aren’t,” stated Harry Stan-
dish.  “But then, we haven’t got 150,000 
gallons of cold water wrapped around us.” 

“Now, Shorty, you’ll have to let us tie 
this rope under your arms in a special tie so 
we can lower you to the ground,” Blacky 
told him. 

“Gawd, you blokes are angels!  Which 
one is goin’ down with me?” 

“You’re goin’ down on your own, and 
we are are goin’ to let you down a little at a 
time, Shorty.”  Harry Standish gave him the 
news.  “Now, can you put yer foot on 
something and get up close to us?” 

“No, I can’t, Harry.  I’ve already tried 
it.  The sides of the tank are as slippery as 
an eel in a bowl of jelly.” 

“Well, I’ll have to lean over a bit and 
try to harness you up under water.” 

“That’ll do it, Harry. That’s good.  
You’ve got him hitched as good as old Bob 
harnesses them Clydesdales. Now you’ll 
have to come over the side on to the ladder, 
Shorty.  You get down on the decking, 
Harry, and I’ll stay up the ladder and make 
sure Shorty feels safe.” 

Finally they had Shorty standing be-
tween them on the decking in full view of 
the spectators below, who were cheering 
and clapping something or someone.   
“Now, Shorty, Blacky and I have hold of 
this rope; get down on your hands and 
knees facing  (Cont/d next page)  
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A middle–aged woman had a heart attack and was  
taken to hospital. While on the operating table she 
had a near-death experience. 

Seeing God, she asked, “Is my time up?” 
God said, “No, you have another 43 years, two 

months and eight days to live.” 
On recovery the woman decided to stay in 

hospital and have a facelift, liposuction, and a tummy 

tuck.  She even had someone come and change 
the colour of her hair.  On her release from 
hospital, she was crossing the road and was 
killed by a car. Arriving in front of God, she 
said, “you told me I had all those years left, 
why didn’t you pull me away from that vehicle 
that ran over me and killed?” 

God replied, “I didn’t recognise you!”  
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WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HEALTH 

The following article was written by the 
two Adventist doctors, Allan Handysides and 
Peter Landless, and is on the disease referred 
to a BELL’S PALSY. The question is asked by 
a correspondent and it is answered in the 
following. ‘Having been diagnosed with 
Bell’s Palsy, it doesn’t seem to have totally 
resolved.  Can you give any suggestions?’ 

Bell’s Palsy is a form of acute peripheral 
facial weakness  of which the cause is not 
known. It is typically recognised by an 
inability to close the eye, and a drooping of the 
mouth on the affected side. 

About a third of the patients with this 
clinical picture do not have Bell’s palsy, but 
may have a varicella zoster virus infection 
(which causes chicken pox and then shingles 
later in life), trauma, Lyme disease, diabetes, 
hypertension or even a tumour. 

The majority two thirds have Bell’s Palsy.  
A few cases have been noted to have herpes 
simplex virus in the fluid around the facial 
nerve, which has led to the use of anti-viral 
treatments. 

Typically, in the majority of cases the palsy 
clears up; but without treatment, 20 to 30 
percent will have residual weakness. 

Some studies have shown swelling of the 
facial nerve, suggesting inflamation, so 
prednisone has been used as treatment.  When 
given in the first 72 hours, it reduces the 
number of people suffering permanent damage 
to approximately 5 per cent. 

A couple of studies added acyclovir or 
valacyclovir, anti-viral therapies, to the 
prednisone, and one found some benefit that 
the other did not.  In fact, acyclovir alone 
seemed to have poorer recovery than no 
treatment in one group. 

Our recommendation would be early 
treatment with prednisone (within the first 72 
hours), but after that it is probably too late, and 
you will not get much benefit. 

On an encouraging note, you will be  far 
more aware of minor residual weakness than 
anyone else. In fact, people don’t always 

notice much about others, so stop worrying 
about your appearance and enjoy life.  

Question 2.  I have diverticulosis  but no 
symptoms.  My aunt had this, but with a lot 
of pain.  Should I be worried? 

 We believe your aunt probably had 
diverticulitis.  This is where there is 
inflammation in these diverticuli you have 
been found to have. 

Diverticuli usually form in the colon, and 
are characterised by outpouchings of the 
colon, which look like little buds on the 
colon.  When these are present and no 
symptoms exist, they are usually not a cause 
for alarm.  Should they become blocked or 
even infected they may cause problems.  
Such problems  range from discomfort to 
serious situations of peroration or abscess 
formation much like appendicitis and 
sometimes obstruction of the bowel.  

Treatment may involve antibotic therapy 
to kill the causative bacteria or surgery to 
drain pus and possibly remove diseased 
segments of the bowel. 
The diagnosis of diverticulosis is made with 
some 95 per cent accuracy  with computed 
tomography (CT) scan; this may be able to 
show a difference between diverticulitis and 
other problems.  The disease diverticulitis is 
staged into four levels of severity, ranging 
from small pericolic abscess  to a large 
abscess, then to perforation; stage four is 
where fecal material has spilled into the 
peritoneum, the thin membrane that lines the 
abnominal and pelvic cavities. Being 
symptom-free, you do not have this problem 
but perhaps a look at causative factors  might 
help you limit the progression of your 
diverticulosis. 

Men and women seem equally at risk for 
diverticular disease, and its prevalence 
increases with age.  It is more common in 
Western and industrialised nations where it 
may be present in 10 percent of those 
younger than 40 years of age and in 50 to 70 
percent of those age 80 or older. (Next Page) 
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The Rural Financial Counselling Service WA is a free service, independent 
of financial institutions, welfare agencies and government. The Rural Financial 
Counselling Service WA is the trading arm of The Western Australian Rural Coun-
selling Association Incorporated. 

The aim of the service is to assist primary producers, fishing enterprises and 
small rural businesses who are suffering financial hardship, and who have no alter-
native sources of impartial support to identify ways of becoming more self reliant 
and better equipped to manage the challenges of industry change and adjustment. 

The Rural Financial Counselling Service offers a free and independent 
service throughout Western Australia. Our counsellors are based throughout rural 
Western Australia. By calling the Freecall number 1800 612 004, clients can be 
transferred to the nearest counsellor and farm visits can be arranged. 

Rural Financial Counsellors can: 
• Help you identify financial and business options  
• Assist with cash flow budgeting  
• Assist with family decision making by exploring options  
• Help you review contracts and loan applications with lending institutions  
• Communicate with lenders and facilitate meetings with financial institu-

tions  
• Access information and arrange referral to Centrelink and other pro-

fessional counselling services  
• Access information helpful to the client, including available benefits and 

business development grants and other Government programmes.  
The service is funded by the Australian Government Department of Agricul-

ture, Fisheries and Forestry and the Western Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture and Food, with support from local Shire Councils. 

THE RURAL FINANCIAL COUNSELLING SERVICE WA 

 (From previous page) may be present in 10 
percent of those younger than 40 years of age 
and in 50 to 70 percent of those age 80 or older. 

Epidemiologic studies suggest diets low in 
fibre and high in refined carbohydrates may play 
a role in the cause of diverticulosis.  Decreased 
physical activity, constipation, obesity, smoking, 
and the use of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs have all been implicated as possible 

causative factors.  So if any of these 
factors apply to you, and we suspect 
some will, you should try to change your 
lifestyle in those areas. 

Even for readers who don’t have 
d i v e r t i c u l o s i s ,  t h e  s a m e 
recommendations apply; more fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, exercise, and 
less refined foods.    

YARLOOP WORKSHOPS STEAM DAYS.  SECOND 
SUNDAY EACH MONTH FROM MARCH TO NOVEMBER   

Phone Yarloop 97335215 or Carmel at adjoining Cabin  
Restaurant for traditional baked dinner on Ph 0418916163 


